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Using YouTube to Engage Learners  

in Pronunciation Practice  

 

PATCHAREE IMSRI
1
 

 

YouTube has been increasingly used in language classes. To see 

how well YouTube could improve learners’ pronunciation 

skills, the author asked students in her English Phonetics and 

Phonology class to form two groups: Singing English Songs 

and Narrating English Short Stories. Students were to upload 

video clips of themselves, either singing a song or narrating a 

story, to YouTube once a week for one month. The video clips 

were compared and analyzed to see the degree to which 

learners’ pronunciation of the target sounds ([s], [z], [f], [v], 

[θ], and [ð]) had improved. A questionnaire was also 

administered to learn students’ attitudes toward YouTube 

activities and their self-analyses of pronunciation problems and 

improvement. Results showed the students had positive attitudes 

toward using YouTube for pronunciation practice. Objective 

findings also supported continued use of e-technology. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

YouTube, a video-sharing website, has been created since 2005 

as a forum for people to create and share short video clips 

online. It is rated the third most visited website and exceeds 2 

billion viewers a day (Ghasemi et al., 2011; Dynel 2014). 

YouTube has increasingly become another popular online 

language teaching and learning resources. Language learners 
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access YouTube for several reasons. Some enjoy practicing 

their listening skills with movie or song clips. Some learn useful 

tips and techniques for language learning uploaded by English 

teachers from all over the world. Since the content in YouTube 

is mainly submitted by individual Internet users, YouTube is 

considered to be one of the authentic materials that can be used 

for learning.  

According to Swaffar (1985) and Thomas (2014), the main 

purpose of authentic materials is to communicate meanings. 

They are beneficial for learners because learners can focus more 

closely on their interests and needs.  Authentic materials help 

connect the learners with the outside world with information on 

a variety of topics. Tomlinson (2012) adds that authentic 

materials enable learners to become exposed to meaningful 

contexts. It enhances positive attitudes, motivates learners, and 

helps them improve their communicative competence.  

Peacock’s study (1997) concluded that learners’ motivation and 

on-task behavior significantly increased in the classroom with 

authentic materials. Authentic materials can be in different 

forms. The Internet is one of the powerful sources of authentic 

materials (Thomas 2014).   

Many studies have been conducted to investigate the 

effects of the Internet on language learning. YouTube, one of 

the Internet resources, has been widely studied in recent years.  

Mayora (2009) used YouTube to encourage authentic writing in 

English learning classroom. In his study, he assigned learners to 

post written comments to YouTube. He found that learners felt 

motivated and satisfied to see their comments being posted 

online. Learners also felt better when someone wrote a reply to 

their comments. Hazzard (2006) explored learners’ motivation, 

level of interest and interaction after creating their own films 

and posting them on YouTube. She found that creating a movie 

and posting it on YouTube was engaging and motivating for her 

learners. Although this activity required time and effort, 
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learners preferred posting their movies on YouTube to taking a 

traditional test.  Learners also enjoyed responding to viewers’ 

comments on YouTube. In another study, the issue of anxiety in 

using YouTube was investigated, since YouTube assignments 

require language learners to use their English in a public setting. 

Pong (2010) assigned learners in a public speaking class to 

videotape their speech and uploaded the video clip to YouTube. 

He found that low intermediate and intermediate learners were 

willing to do this assignment since they found the task to be 

valuable for their English practice.  

In the current study on the use of YouTube in language 

learning, the focus of the investigation was pronunciation 

practice among Thai learners of English.  Two issues that were 

investigated in this study were:  

(1) Thai learners’ attitudes toward using YouTube as a 

practice tool for their English pronunciation 

(2) Effects of using YouTube on the improvement of Thai 

learners’ English pronunciation  

 

METHODS 

A. Participants 

The participants for this study were 77 Thai learners majoring 

in English. They were second-year university students who 

were enrolled in the English Phonetics and Phonology course. 

 

B. Instruments 

Six English sounds were selected to be investigated in this 

study: [f], [v], [s], [z], [θ] and [ð].  Since Thai has [f] and [s] 

sounds, these two sounds are not problematic for these learners. 

However, as Thai does not have [v], [z], [θ] and [ð], this study 

aimed to investigate Thai learners’ pronunciation improvement 

on these four sounds. 
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C. Procedures 

In order to investigate the learners’ pronunciation of the six 

target sounds, pre-test and post-test assessments were 

administered. In the tests, twelve pictures with word-initial 

target sounds were shown to the learners. They were asked to 

name these pictures in English. In order to avoid orthography 

effects, no written words were given. Learners’ sound 

productions were video-recorded with their permission. For 

learners to get a correct score, they need to pronounce the target 

sounds correctly for both the places and manners of articulation, 

as shown in Table I.   

 

TABLE 1 

PLACES AND MANNERS OF ARTICULATION  

OF THE SIX TARGET SOUNDS 

 

Manner /Place of 

articulation 

Labio-

dental 

Inter-

dental 

alveolar 

fricative voiceless [f] [θ] [s] 

voiced [v] [ð] [z] 

 

After the pre-test, learners were phonetically trained how to 

correctly pronounce these sounds. Then, they were assigned a 

YouTube project. In this project, they had to choose between a 

song or a story-narrating group. Since happiness plays a role in 

language learning (Yagcioglu, 2014), and one of the factors for 

learners’ happiness can depend on doing activities that they 

enjoy, in this study learners were able to choose whether to sing 

a song or to narrate a story. Once they had picked their group, 

they were assigned to sing a song or narrate a story and upload 

the video clips to YouTube. Since this study aimed to 

investigate the learners’ improvement in English pronunciation, 

they were asked to perform this task once a week for the 

duration of four weeks.  
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For the investigation of these learners’ attitudes toward 

using YouTube as a tool for their pronunciation practice, a 

questionnaire was produced to collect the data on learners’ 

attitudes. In the questionnaire, learners in each group were 

asked whether they were happy with the task. They also had to 

provide written reasons to support their answers.  

 

FINDINGS 

A. Learners’ Attitudes 

Twenty-seven learners from the song group and twenty-six 

from the story-narrating group provided written responses about 

their attitudes.  In the song group, all twenty-seven of the 

learners (100%) said they were happy with the task. Their 

written reasons are given in Table II. 

 

TABLE II 

LEARNERS’ REASONS FOR BEING HAPPY TO SING ENGLISH 

SONGS AND UPLOAD THEIR SONG CLIPS TO YOUTUBE 

I can sing my favorite songs while practicing pronunciation. 

I like the activity because it makes me try to pronounce words 

like native speakers.   

I can do an activity that I have never done before. This is 

challenging for me. 

This activity makes me practice my pronunciation. I think my 

pronunciation has improved.  

This activity is enjoyable. I have never uploaded my song 

clips to show anybody before.   

I enjoy this activity because it is not stressful.  However, I am 

a bit shy when I have to sing on YouTube.  

I enjoy this activity because I can do an activity that I have 

never done before.  

Singing is fun. I feel relaxed and at the same time I can 

practice pronunciation. This makes me know how my 
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pronunciation improves.   

This activity helps me to improve my pronunciation. 

It’s fun when I sing. I also enjoy watching my friends who 

have never sung before.   

This is my first time singing on YouTube. I think my face 

looks funny. I feel good to sing many English songs.  

It’s fun to do something new, which I have never done before. 

I’ve gained new experience.  

It’s challenging. I feel funny when I watch my own clips.  

I feel funny at my own voice. I have never done this before. 

Thank you for this good activity.  

This activity makes me relaxed while practicing English 

pronunciation.  

I feel so excited when doing the activity because I have never 

done this before. I felt shy at first, but later I liked it and felt 

more enjoyable with the activity.  

This activity is not boring. Most learners like to sing.  

I have never thought of singing on YouTube. This activity 

helps increase my confidence.  

I can do the activity that I like. I have never sung on 

YouTube.  

 

In the story-narrating group, twenty-five learners (96.15%) said 

they enjoyed doing the activity (see Table III).  

 

TABLE III 

LEARNERS’ REASONS FOR BEING HAPPY TO NARRATE ENGLISH 

STORIES AND UPLOAD THEIR CLIPS TO YOUTUBE 

It was stressful at first, but later I started to enjoy the activity. 

I could practice my pronunciation. 

I used to mispronounce words. Now I can do it more 

correctly.  

This is my first time uploading files on YouTube. This 
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activity makes me practice my pronunciation more often.  

This activity is not difficult. It also helps me pronounce words 

better.  

I can practice my pronunciation skills. I have a chance to read 

interesting stories.  

This activity is interesting. It makes me more active to 

practice.  

I can listen to my pronunciation and see my own mistakes.  

I can practice pronouncing words that I have never practiced 

before, or used to mispronounce.  

It’s fun to practice pronunciation and try this new activity. I 

both enjoy it and feel stressful, since it will affect my class 

score. So I need to do my best.  

At first I didn’t feel confident but later I enjoyed it.  

I can learn new vocabulary.  

It’s fun to video tape the activity.  

This activity makes me pronounce English sounds better. I 

really like it. Please continue this project.  

I like it when I read aloud the story and improve my 

pronunciation.  

I can do the activity which I haven’t done before.  

Excited. 

I like this activity. I can practice my pronunciation and 

improve myself.  

I can practice my pronunciation. This is the first time that I 

upload my clips on YouTube. I’m excited.  

Sometimes I want to switch between singing and narrating a 

story.  

Video-taping my performance helps me to see both reading 

and pronunciation improvement. 

It’s fun.  

I can spend my free time doing useful activities.   

This is a good activity to practice pronunciation. I get to see 
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my friends’ and my talents.  

I can practice my pronunciation. It’s fun to practice with 

friends before and during videotaping and uploading the clips.  

 

      However, one learner (3.84%) said she did not enjoy the 

activity.  Her written reason is below:  

      “I don’t like it because I have to upload my clips to 

YouTube, which is public. I’m shy.” 

 

D. Pronunciation test 

Results on the pronunciation pre- and post-tests are shown in 

Table IV and Figure I below.  

TABLE IV 

PERCENTAGES OF LEARNERS WITH CORRECT PRONUNCIATION IN 

PRE-TEST AND POST-TEST 

TARGET 

SOUNDS 

 

Pre-test 

 

Post-

test 
sig.(2-tailed) 

 

% 

 

% 

[s] 100.00 100.00  

[z] 45.07 72.37 0.0004** 

[f] 100.00 100.00  

[v] 28.00 42.11 0.7848 

[θ] 36.36 40.79 0.6729 

[ð] 40.00 63.01 0.0007** 

 **significant at 0.05 
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Figure 1 

Number of learners with correct pronunciation 

 

  

As can be seen in Table IV and Figure 1 above, the results 

showed that all the learners pronounced [s] and [f] correctly in 

both pre- and post-tests. The number of learners with better 

pronunciation for [z] and [ð] in the post-test was significantly 

higher than in the pre-test (p < 0.05). Although the number of 

learners who showed improvement in the pronunciation of [v] 

and [θ] in the post-test was not significantly higher than in the 

pre-test, the results showed that learners pronounced these two 

sounds more correctly in the post-test.  

  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

This study has shown positive attitudes among Thai learners in 

using YouTube as their learning tool for practicing their English 

pronunciation. Learners reportedly enjoyed singing or narrating 

stories and uploading their clips to YouTube. All but one were 

not scared of the technology or feeling shy at all. Each week, 

these learners waited to try again to upload better clips to 

YouTube.  
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The findings show that YouTube is another effective 

option for English as a Foreign Language learners to use to 

practice their English. For the current generation of language 

learners, this study strongly supports the use of technology in 

helping learners to improve their English pronunciation skills. 

Providing learners with this innovative practice tool in a 

friendly atmosphere could enhance learners’ enjoyment of 

practice and result in their pronunciation improvement. This 

study also showed that it was important to allow learners to 

choose the activities that they enjoy to do. Another important 

factor that could affect learners’ pronunciation improvement 

was the opportunity to observe and self-evaluate their own 

pronunciation performances during the activities. This study 

showed that self-evaluation during each week of the project also 

played an important role in helping learners to analyze and 

improve their pronunciation skills.   
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